
HANDS 
OFF IRAN
Free Palestine
Not satisfied with the bloodshed in Palestine, Lebanon and Yemen, 
Trump and Netanyahu turn to Iran for all-out war, with Starmer and 
the British state tailing behind.They bomb hospitals and they burn 
school children, all to eradicate resistance in the region. After more 
than two years of genocide, their depravity is undeniable. 

The US has interfered in Iran’s politics for almost a century, and 
since Iran’s revolution in 1979 it has periodically launched overt 
attacks, bombings, and assassinations, beginning with arming 
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. American sanctions starve Iran’s people, 
just as they starve the people of Cuba and Venezuela. Sanctions and 
climate change have devastated Iran’s economy, causing a series 
of accelerating internal crises within the Iranian state, most recently 
over access to clean water.

Not only in Iran, but in countless nations across the world, the 
US has deployed covert operations, hybrid warfare, and horrific 
violence to install regimes that support its aims. Britain, Europe, and 
other NATO states act as junior partners as it violently shapes world 
politics, all the while projecting themselves as leaders of democracy 
and human rights.

TAKE ACTION
In 2003, over a million people marched in opposition to the 
Iraq war. Since October 2023, the streets have been filled with 
people showing solidarity with Palestine. We must now mobilise 
in opposition to war with Iran, to demand no more illegal wars, 
no more Zionism, no more imperialism. 

But marching alone will not be enough. We must look at the Italian 
General Strike for Palestine and Minnesota’s resistance to ICE to 
glimpse the levels of militancy and co-ordination necessary to 
resist these developments. We need to learn from their innovations 
and build on them. This is only possible if we build organisations 
that allow us to learn, adapt, and co-ordinate across communities, 
workplaces, and other sites of struggle. 

We say:

No increase in military spending

Stop sanctioning countries and starving workers abroad 

Close the US military bases on British soil

We can no longer remain a vassal state of the USA

Join rs21 and help us build a movement capable 
of ending Britain’s role in US Imperialism. 

  @rs21org   revolutionarysocialism
 revsoc21.uk   @revsoc21 



The truth is very different: the US has facilitated or attempted 
regime change in countries including Guatemala, Cuba, Indonesia, 
Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Libya, and more. Ignoring even the ‘rules 
based order’ beloved of its liberal defenders, it has waged illegal 
wars in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Iraq. More recently, it has actively 
participated in the genocide in Gaza. Millions have been killed as a 
result of US and European foreign policy. 

Less than a decade after the end of 
the Second World War, the US and 
Britain overthrew the Prime Minister 
of Iran, Mohammad Mosaddegh. 
Mosaddegh had attempted to build 
a democratic republic, nationalising 
the country’s oil and breaking up the 
previous British monopoly. The 1953 
coup installed the Pahlavi monarchy 
(the Shah) and ensured US-British 
access to cheap oil and anti-Soviet 
influence in the region. Monarchist 
Iran received billions in foreign aid to 
spend on weapons and training for 
the Shah’s forces. 

This monarchy reigned over repression and torture until the Iranian 
Revolution, which included mass strikes and student protests in 
1978 but ultimately was corralled into the establishment of the 
Islamic Republic in 1979. In the decades since, Iran’s government 
has engaged in the violent repression of its own people to maintain 
control of this national project.

After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the US has been unrivalled 
in global competition. However, with the growing influence of China, 
the aggressive revival of Putin’s Russia, as well as the growing 
confidence of the BRICS nations more generally, the US feels the 

need to assert its dominance, and is relying less and less on “soft 
power” to do this. 

Since Trump’s return to office, the US has bombed Yemen, Venezuela, 
and civilian vessels in the Caribbean, launched airstrikes in Syria, 
Somalia, and Nigeria. ICE agents have executed citizens, brutalised 
and kidnapped people from immigrant backgrounds, doing the same 
to Nicolas Maduro, a sitting president. The Gaza genocide is crucial 
to how the US is choosing to secure its interest in the region. It is 
backing an unstable Zionist regime in Israel in the hopes that it can 
consolidate power over the region. 

Whilst chaotic, these actions are consistent with what the US has 
always done. We cannot forget that the genocide in Gaza began 
under a Democratic president and it was Obama who greatly 
expanded the US drone programme. 

More and more people see the US for what it is: a violent imperialist 
world power founded on genocide and slavery. The attacks on Iran 
are the actions of an empire lashing out to maintain its position. 
Britain, with its pathetic leaders and reliance on American trade, 
provides alibis and assistance for these acts of horrific violence.

The Gaza 
genocide is 
crucial to 
how the US 
is choosing 
to secure its 
interest in 
the region.
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