& Starmer: the problem

NOT the solution

Starmer’s Labour Party isn't just
underfunding public services while
ramping up military spending and leaving
the billions of the richest untouched.
From winter fuel payments and WASPI
women to the 2-child benefit cap and
disability benefits, Labour are continuing
the Tory policy of filling every financial
gap from working class pockets.

Labour’'s complicity in Israeli genocide
continues while they water down what
were already half-measures on climate
change. Starmer threw Trans, Non-Binary
and Gender Diverse people under the bus
by welcoming a Supreme Court
judgement reached without hearing from
a single Trans person. In Labour’s White
Paper on immigration, Starmer blamed
immigration for ‘incalculable’ damage to
our country.

Rather than opposing Reform UK, Labour
are legitimising their arguments and
boosting their support. However far into
the gutter of bigotry Starmer goes,
Farage will go further. At the same time,
Labour’s timidity makes it easy for Reform
to pose to Labour’s ‘left’ on everything
from saving the steel industry to welfare
benefits. We face a real risk of a Reform
government in the next few years.

In this context, it's not good enough for
UNISON to loudly celebrate capital
spending plans and quietly criticise
individual policies. The problem is bigger
than that and we can't allow Reform to be
the most vocal opposition.
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Photo: march against the Supreme Court ruling
assembles in Parliament Square

Hope isn’'t coming from Starmer’s
Labour, but from the millions who have
marched for Palestine, the tens of
thousands who took to the streets in
response to the Supreme Court ruling,
those protesting against every other
injustice, and the members of UNISON
and other unions fighting back at work.

Members need UNISON to change, to be
stronger and more effective, and to stop
being so timid when opposing Labour in
national and local government. If Andrea
Egan can win the General Secretary
election later this year, that will help
activists renew our union at every level.

Over the coming months and years we
are also going to need to debate
breaking the monopoly of Labour Link
over UNISON's political work and
building an alternative to Labour.
Campaigning for the lesser of two evils
just won't cut it any more.
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