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Less than a year into Keir Starmer’s Labour 
government, the direction is clear: cuts to 
vital services, billions slashed from welfare, 
and a push to force sick and disabled people 
into work, regardless of the consequences. 
Labour declares itself “the party of work,” not of 
workers, making clear its priorities.

Meanwhile, Starmer announces a massive 
boost in military spending—not just for 
weapons but an extra billion to boost 
recruitment. Liz Kendall suggests unemployed 
young people be pushed into the armed forces, 
reinforcing Labour’s authoritarian shift.

Labour’s rightward turn on immigration only 
strengthens Nigel Farage’s Reform party, now 
effectively tied with Labour in the polls. Farage’s 
narrative is simple: life would be better if 
immigration stopped, the “woke” were cut down 
to size, and society returned to “traditional” 
values. In this dangerous fantasy, men and 
women have “natural” gender roles, trans people 
are wished away, and climate action is ignored. 
These reactionary ideas flourish in times of 
economic hardship and political uncertainty, 
a trend visible worldwide. The Tories echo the 
same rhetoric, seeking to reclaim support.

The left must offer an alternative vision: a good 
life based on freedom, collective flourishing, 
and democracy. The potential is there—we 
have seen mass movements, from Black Lives 
Matter to the strike wave against the cost-of-
living crisis to global solidarity with Palestine. 
These moments reveal the potential power of 
the multiracial working class.

Our task is to unite these strands of resistance 
against both Starmer’s cruelty and the right’s 
false promises. The election of five independent 
MPs, including Jeremy Corbyn, reflects the 
anger over Gaza and declining living standards. 
This moment demands that the left come 
together to build a real alternative.

We must create hope. Instead of cuts, we could 
meet people’s needs. Instead of longer hours, 
we could work less and live more. Instead of 
borders and gender restrictions, we could move 
freely and be ourselves. The Tories, Labour, and 
Reform insist this is impossible—that the best 
we can do is avoid the worst. But that world 
is possible. If we can dismantle the power 
structure of the rich and take back their hoarded 
wealth, we can build it.

At the centre of these movements, rs21 seeks 
to build a revolutionary socialist organisation, 
opposing capitalism and imperialism and 
fighting for liberation. The struggle is urgent—
we must turn resistance into change.
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