FROM GAZA TO THE NHS

WE CAN’T RELY ON STARMER

Millions celebrated the Tories’ crushing
defeat, and the sight of Truss, Rees-
Mogqg, Keegan, Shapps, Mordaunt and
over 200 more losing their seats.

Far from this being Starmer’s triumph,
the Labour vote fell from 10.3m in 2019
t0 9.7m in 2024. It was division on the
right and the First Past The Post system
that gave Labour its huge majority.

In a process starting under Thatcher
and accelerating around Brexit, the
Tory party has gradually abandoned
its role representing capital to appeal
to its bigoted middle-class voters and
members. Reform has taken this
process even further. It seems likely
that a mainstream right-wing populist
party will emerge from this mess. The
labour movement in Britain will have
to learn how to resist such a force.

Meanwhile Labour has gone from
being the bosses’ B-team to their A-
team. This was reflected in donations
from business and the rich, and
backing from the Financial Times. They
have more reasons to trust Labour to
protect business and British
imperialism than working-class
people have to trust them to restore
public services, real wages or the
benefits safety net. Neither can we
trust Labour to oppose Israeli
genocide, increasing tension with
Russia and China, transphobia or anti-
migrant racism.
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So it was great to see Corbyn and four
other left-independents win seats, with
others winning second places. It was also
positive to see the Greens, who ran on a
left-wing platform, take four seats.

Working-class people are going to have to
keep fighting on every issue, rather than
giving Starmer a honeymoon, while
beginning the difficult task of creating a
left alternative to Labour. The French and
US elections have shown that we can’t rely
on the collapsing centre to defeat the right
- only the left can do this.

ACTION:

Upcoming events
and resources at
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ABOLITION.
RESISTANCE.

rs21 members are students, teachers, health workers, bus drivers and more. We are active
around climate, housing, workplace organising, anti-imperialism, abolition, anti-fascism,
against all oppression including of trans people, international solidarity and more.

We are revolutionaries.

We recognise that beyond our workplace and community organising and activism, there
needs to be something more. We need to overthrow capitalism in order to survive. To do

that, we need to organise together with other revolutionaries and develop revolutionary
ideas.

That’s what rs21 is for.

Join a group of Marxist activists around Britain, share ideas, skills and knowledge, organise,
and build a revolutionary politics fit for today’s crises.

Join rs21! rs21.org.uk/join
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How to get involved with rs21:
® You can become a member at rs21.org.uk/join

® Follow us on social media - links and addresses are below.
® Subscribe to our newsletter at rs21.org.uk/subscribe
® Our meetings are free and open to all. rs21.org.uk/events




